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August, 1st of November. Views expressed by the contributors to the CVRA newsletter are their own

and are not necessarily the views of the Editor or the Residents Association. Publication of advertise-

ments does not imply endorsement by the Association.




From the Editor

Welcome to the Spring 2017 edition of the Croham Valley Residents Association newsletter!

Being passionate about communities I am always in awe when [ hear of people pulling together
to make something happen or make changes within their environment for the better; investing

emotion and effort to make a pleasant place live.

With that in mind, T have been working to create a publication that will be informative, interest-
ingand fun; a newsletter about important issues, like planning, that have an impact on our lives,
but also, a publication about you and me and our neighbours and the wonderful people we share
our neighbourhood with.

I hope this is the starting point of a newsletter that will become an integral part of our commu-
nity; a resource full of up to date events, funny anecdotes and heart warming stories about, and

for, all of us who share this amazing little corner of Croydon.

Sara Pevsner
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Letter from the Chairman

Iwish to welcome our new Editor, Sara Pevsner, who has kindly taken on the task of editing this
new look Newsletter. I hope that you like our attempts to re-vamp its appearance. Your

comments on it would be most welcome.

As always, we attempt to safeguard the environment of our area. Committee members who are
responsible for Planning matters keep up to date with planning applications and support
residents by attending planning meetings. On behalf of the Committee, I thank them for their

time and effort.

After much discussion about rising costs, your Committee has decided that the annual subscrip-
tion per houschold shall be increased to £3. We hope that you will feel that your membership

continues to be good value for money.

Letters to the Editor, as well as informative articles that may be of interest to the readers, are

always welcome for we love to hear your views, comments and suggestions.

With kind regards to all our readers,
Edward Glynn
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Your Letters

ki
B

The Chairman of the Croham Valley Residents Association received the following letter at the

end of last year:

Ijust wanted to comment on the AOB section of the Winter 2016 newsletter in relation to the
proposed new secondary school on Coombe Playing Fields.

I am a governor at St Peter’s primary school, one of the schools (along with Park Hill Juniors),
which is planning to join a Multi Academy Trust with Wallington Boys Grammar School on
the basis that they will set up a Free School on that site. The whole point of our schools joining .
their Trust is that they have promised secondary school places for our pupils. We very much
need a new secondary school in this part of the borough as at present our pupils are dispersed

Jar and wide after they leave us. Expanding existing schools (even if this could be done) will

not solve that problem.

I'm sure we all support the Green Belt but there needs to be some discrimination. There is no
point taking a view that every blade of grass is sacrosanct. With Lloyd Park so near at band
there is surely scope for taking a bit of the Coombe Playing Field site for a school. I bope this
will not be made a party political matter. Our children should come first.

With best wishes,
Carol Kellas

The Committee decided to ask members what their views were. You are invited to give your
answers to the following questions.

1. Do you think that a new school is needed in this area?
2. Do you think that it should be built on Coombe Playing Fields?
3. If not on Coombe Playing Fields, where would you suggest it could be built?

Please send your responses to the Chairman by emailing: glynnll@virginmedia.com
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Planning

2 ¢ 24 Campden Road

The Council refused planning permission in
August 2016 for a block of 20 flats on this
cramped site on the corner with Croham
Road. The developer has appealed to the
Planning Inspectorate against this decision.
Meanwhile, the developer has submitted yet
another planning application, still for 20 flats
but with some minor amendments. The
CVRA again lodged an objection on the
grounds that the proposed development is
excessive, out of character with the local area
and detrimental to the neighbours. But to no
avail, this later application was approved by
the Planning Committee on a 6—4 majority
vote without waiting for the Planning
Inspector’s decision on the earlier applica-

tion.

69 Crobam Road

The existing house on this corner plot with
Castlemaine Avenue was previously a care
home for adults with special needs. Planning
permission was originaﬂy sought to extend
and convert house into 7 flats. Having been
refused permission, the developer submitted
a second application with minor modifica-
tions and that has now been granted. PK

A D

10 Crobam Valley Road

The latest planning application on this site
for the demolition of the detached house
replacing with 9 two bedroom flats had
objections from 44 local residents, your

CVRA and a referral from Cllr Sara

Bashford. Subsequently, the planning
application was reduced to 8 two bedroom
flats and reconfigured after the deadline for
the submission of objections; as a result of
this the CVRA has lodged a formal
complaint with the Council and also the
Local Government Ombudsman. However,
in spite of our formal complaint the planning
application still went before main Planning
Committee meeting on the 26th January
2017 where both Cllr Sara Bashford and the
CVRA spoke as objectors. Unfortunately, the
committee voted to approve the application
on a vote of 6 to 4 with the four Conservative
Councillors voting against, this planning
approval has now potentially established a

precedent.

53 Chapel View

The latest development on the retrospective
planning application that was refused by the
Planning Sub-Committee on the 8th
September 2016 in connection with the
retention of alterations to the land levels,
retaining walls and boundary fencing at the
rear. The main issue was due to the substan-
tial alterations to the land levels resulted in
the neighbouring property at 55 Chapel
View having its boundary against 53 Chapel
View totally unsupported, which in places is
adrop of almost two metres. The applicant
has now lodged an Appeal against this
planning refusal. The Planning Inspectorate
has now allowed the Appeal. DR

irea ©

Nothing further to report. LO



A note from Chris Philp MP

I have been calling since May 2016 for Govia Thameslink Railway (GTR), who operate
Southern, to lose the franchise. Although the Government has not yet agreed to strip the
franchise from Southern, I am pleased by recent reports that they are actively considering this.
Rail users also deserve compensation for the terrible service being provided by Southern. I called
for compensation for season ticket holders, and I am pleased that the Government has agreed to
fund a one month refund for Annual Season ticket holders, and a pro-rata amount for weekly
and monthly ticket holders.

| Many problems are caused because points and signals break down frequently due to a lack of
| maintenance over the years. Following meetings with the Chancellor at No. 11 and the Prime
‘ Minister in her office to ask for funding, Government has agreed to spend the £300m needed
to refurbish the points and signals so that they do not break down so often.

There is also not enough capacity on the line. We need to increase capacity by widening East
Croydon from 6 to 8 platforms and grade-separating Windmill Hill Junction near Selhurst. The
\ track between East Croydon and Windmill Hill also needs to be widened. This project will cost
about £1 billion and I am lobbying for this to happen.

I was very disappointed with the union decision to continue the strikes. I am continuing to call

for the unions and Southern to urgently negotiate a solution that puts passengers first.

Advertise Here!

Please, Contact the editor for details.




















































